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Dear David, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 8 January 2015.  As you rightly observe the experience 
of the referendum has re-invigorated democratic debate within communities across 
Scotland.  As Convener of the Devolution (Further Powers) Committee I am keenly 
aware of the need to ensure that the Committee’s work is structured in a manner 
which will enable genuine discussion and dialogue with communities across 
Scotland. 
 
As you rightly note, the work of the Committee in scrutinising the Smith Commission 
recommendations, and any subsequent legislation, is in its early stages.  However, 
engaging with communities has already formed a key motif of the Committee’s work 
to date with engagement having taken place with 16 and 17 year old voters in Fort 
William and Levenmouth. 
 
The Committee intends to continue with this ethos through engagement with 
community groups and individuals in Hamilton and Aberdeen in the coming weeks.  
Local authorities are clearly central to the process of engaging local communities 
with political debates, including the constitutional debate.  I would therefore be 
delighted for the Deputy Convener of the Committee, Duncan McNeil MSP, and 
myself to meet with you and discuss how both the Committee and COSLA can 
ensure that communities are involved in and remained engaged with Scotland’s on-
going constitutional debate. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 


